
/' September 2024 

Dear 

Headquarters 
New Zealand Defence Force 
Defence House 
Private Bag 39997 
Wellington Mail Centre 
Lower Hutt 5045 
New Zealand 

0 IA-2024-5125 

I refer to your letters of 12 June and 12 August 2024 to the Chief of Defence Force, Chief of Navy, 
Chief of Army, and Chief of Air Force, seeking copies of the relevant soveriegn's authorisation of the 
New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF), Roya l New Zealand Navy (RNZN), New Zealand Army, and Royal 
New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) badges, the NZDF flag, and a copy of the kiwi logo. 

A copy of the official badge painting of the RNZAF with the sovereign's approval is not held by the 
NZDF. The painting was forwarded to the RNZAF Museum for permanent safe-keeping. The postal 
address for the Museum is: Private Bag 4739, Christchurch 8140. 

Copies of the sovereign's authorisations for the NZDF, RNZN, and New Zealand Army badges are 
enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of the NZDF logo from the NZDF Vision Identity Standards. 

You have the right, under section 28(3) of the Officia l Information Act 1982, to ask an Ombudsman 
to review this response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Please note that responses to official information requests are proactively released where possible. 
This response to your request w ill be publ ished shortly on the NZDF website, with your personal 
information removed. 

Yours sincerely 

AJ WOODS 
Air Commodore 
Chief of Staff HQNZDF 

Enclosures: 
1. NZDF Badge 
2. RNZN Badge 
3. New Zealand Army Badge 
4. NZDF logo 
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Development of the New Zealand Army Badge 
1949-2002 

The o1:~in:al o:tnc: ll3d'l:' is he-!d in the Qu~ .:lit::obcL\ IJ 1\r.ny \l{t'f:'l()r~l 
Musc:.un in W:tiouN ""ith five hi&h qwlity coric:s 11\:ldc. tO aUO\\ (or,, iCcr 

disr!"l·~r~IIC l»lll;c: nc sro:.d.lr~ m:lSI<r> ofth< Anny A-.!t< "" !leld by the 
Lo;Utte E'L"C\!h\"C or Anr.y Gc:.')C.~ SI!IIT~'Ml :tn:' ul('(f to Cr'ISUIC lh:llt 

reproductions or the b;Wtc: do no: \ill'," rrom the ocigir~l. 

ne oci'in>l New Z.,ob.1d Army Dod~e wu odopecd in 19-:9 
rrom th: O:itishA:-w.y. The h;ads;c "-,.,: C,ttndrd 10 &i\oC;I; 

commcn u!entity :o :a rco~niscd. posl-\\':r, New Zc::lland 
Army. The onl) co:.d.tiOl' bid down b)• the Dritisll fo.- ils 
we\\~ W ~dition of the: lcHcrs ""NZ'' in ~;old pi.K'C~ under 
the nuh crown. This amendment was to dirrcrc:nti:atc 
b<:-•cc• the b:>dcc ofth< NZ i\nny on~ tJ..>t of the Dritlsh 
Army. 

On the >CttSSion to tl:c throne of Queen Eliz:>bcth II onl9S3 
the ~e wu !cdcsi&ncd. TIM: crown on the lion .,d the 
m>inCJO\m wm-6:1r.'cd from theT"dorCrownofKr.& 
Gco:J;c VI to tJ.c St Ed"-ord'> CI'O\m :>doptcd by the new 
motW'(h, 'The Gn;~l '\'Cnioo or the ~c '\\"'U ~uthoriscd in 
l9H. 

In 1995 it w:u propose<! to rcpl:cc one of the s.-crds "'L'> • 
t<~iW. nus propcs.31 rc:uu~d SCVeDl times in 1hc Army 
~'S ~uring the ycu 3nd SOU~I Arm) "-:.de fcedbxk o: 
~S£Cllions. nis ""Cf'Sion of the b:::tda;: w.lS not offici ;all) 
outhorscd or :uloplcd. 

On 24 May l9'19<he Chief ofGrncrol S<offissocd • Special 
Otdcr >fL'>c Dl)' outherisin& • ch011£C to the Army &d;c 
thot ln<Orpor:lt<d the "ords ··N~:,~ti Tuntot:>U<flgo .. :111d 
rcpiiC'nJ; one crossed )Word witk 3 I;JiW. This ~n&< 
,.,noc-.:d the cohure :hot cxi$tcd in L'>c Nc-- Zc~l>nd Arm> 
"hilc \ckr.owlcc!;in' dtc historic linkosc. 1M: sLarubrd 
col~ mut« or the b3clac wu ap;'l'rovcd b)· the Chief or 
Gcncnl Storr on 7 Fcbru;vy 2000. 

On lS Sc(l(cmbcr 2000 :m ~plk:uion \\~ r.ude tO the 
New 4eol:~nd flcrold of Ann> fo.- > Roy~l Uccr.cc to l:c 
p rod for rl\c new bode<. Folto•vin& opp:ov>l of the dcsitn 
by Hrr Mojcoty Qu«o Eliz.1bclh lith< bodtc wo.s proc:ntcd, 
., its 'l<roldiczll)· comet confogur>licn. 10 the Chief or 
Gcr.c:ol Stoff b) the E=ld of Arr.u on 16 Jul) 2002. The 
stondlrd m:st:r. representing the or~&·n>l "''''ff''cd b) L'>c 
Qucn. '"'' oPf"'"Cd by th< Chief ofGcncr.ol St>!Tin 
Scptenb<r 2002. 
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Waitohu Matua 
Primary Logo 

Tile kiwi has been worn 'Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa' 

by New Zealand military is tile official te reo Maori 

personnel since WWI on cap name for tile New Zealand 

badges, medals and more Defence Force. 

recently as patches on tile Te means The. 
sleeve of uniforms while 

deployed. It is stamped on Ope is a troop or body 

the side of ships, tanks and moving together. 

aircraft, identifying us as Katua is a palisade of a 
kiwis at home and abroad. fortified position. In times 

The coloured bar represents of conflict Maori would 

each of tile three Services - occupy pa, or a fortified 

Navy, Army and Air Force. area A pa generally had 

tl1ree palisades; different 

iwi (tribes) had their names 

for each palisade. Katua 

was one name for tile main 

palisade; tile main defensive 

fortification of the pa 

Therefore in this 

translation we are likened 

to the principal defensive 

component of Aotearoa, 

New Zealand. 

TE OPE KATUA 0 AOTEAROA 

MINIMUM SIZE 

L 35mm _j 

DEFENCE FORCE 

MINIMUM CLEARSPACE DO NOT 

To maintain the integrity of the logo do not 

manipLIIate it in any way. 

Do not flip, skew, rotate, recolour or recreate it. 

Do not place tile logo on inappropriate 

backgrounds. 

Do not place the logo on products for sale by a 

commercial company without formal approval. 






