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engaged by the coalition aircraft, and two, it's geo-

referenced. So it gives the location of where 

engagements occurred. But I have seen it. 

How many times [inaudible]? 

On a number of occasions. 

those 

Ojf.(J 

... were in the village for over three hours. That's pretty 

long for [inaudible]. 

Yeah, because the searct:l took a long time, and the 

group that went to the high ground- so I ... I'm not 

going to guess there, but they had a number of 

engagements and killed nine insurgents. But could I 

say, though, that the ground- the SAS Ground 

Commander denied a number of calls for fire. So based 

on the grounds, including when the coalition force was 

leaving, the ground force was leaving the LZ, a request 

was made from- fired by the coalition and the Ground 

Force Commander chose at that time there was no 

longer a threat and they were leaving. 

So what about [inaudible]? 

No, it's coordinated by the New Zealand Air Controller. 

So the aircraft themselves can identify targets, but it 

has to be- they can't fire unti l the New Zealand 

Commander gives clearance to fire. So a ground force 

patrol on the ground can say we have an armed 

insurgent in front of us, we face a risk. This is part of 

this check. So it then goes back to meet the criteria, so 
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the Ground Force Commander has to be satisfied that 

it met the two criteria that we'd put up on the screen. 

Did forces return to the village at a later date? 

I explained that in the brief that they returned to the 

village on t he- in early October, I think. Early October ... 

Not in the short timeframe [inaudible]? 

No. Well, the book's talking about returning to another 

village. 

So has the Defence Force not seen a full copy of the 

ISAF [inaudible] Afghan report [inaudible]? 

lt's not normal for an organisation to get it. And again, 

ISAF do lots of- every time there's a report of a civilian 

casualty, these reports are numerous. I've actually 

requested that report to read it. However, I'd be very 

surprised if there's anything else in there outside the 

executive summary. If there had have been, I'm sure 

the CDF of the day would have requested the full 

report. 

Just back to my previous question about the fact that 

the- whether the investigations [inaudible] . 

Sorry, what's your question? 

Did the investigators carrying out the ISAF and Afghan 

[inaudible]? 
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This was an ISAF investigation and to the best of my 

knowledge, no, because the complaint was made, the 

Governor was leading it on behalf of villages. The 

Governor appears to have been satisfied once he 

reviewed the material provided by ISAF that there 

were no further case to answer. 

[inaudible] insurgents as opposed to civilian 

[inaudible]. 

And the Governor reviewed that footage. 

Just on the civilian deaths. Do you know how many 

there may have been [inaudible]? 

How many of? 

Of those civilian casualties [inaudible]. 

So the reason being, and again in this type of conflict, is 

the insurgents, your guerrilla force, the tactic is to 

maxim with the civilian population. If you like, the term 

used is a human shield. So they use civi lians as a shield. 

What occurred is a helicopter was engaging a group of 

insurgents outside the village, on the outskirts of the 

village. During that engagement, it was noted by the 

ground forces, the SAS ground forces, that some of the 

rounds were falling short and went into a building were 

it was believed there were civilians as well as armed 

insurgents. lt is noted that the bui lding, there were 

armed insurgents in there. But it's be lieved there may 

have been civilians in the building. So the weapon 
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malfunctioned and some rounds went into that 

building. There is no confirmation that any casualties 

occurred, but there may have been. 

[Inaudible question]. 

I know General Mateparae was in Afghanistan. At the 

moment, I haven't talked to him about what his actions 

were throughout the operation. So, I' m not [indistinct]. 

So, I don't know. 

~ 
[Inaudible question]. Q~ 

Well, it's not a misfire. What the technical reason was, 

was the sight Wasn't slaved to the barrel correctly, and 

as soon as it was noted t hat rounds were falling short, 

that gun was- so the SAS ground controller said you 

cannot use that helicopter and the gun, and the crew 

knew it as well. So who's in control of it? The pilot was 

in control, the gunner was in control, but he stopped 

once he noticed that he had a gun that was not firing 

properly. 

So, how was it determined that there were no civilians 

in that building? 

I've said there were civilians in that building. 

[Inaudible] in that building? 

Well, this is what we've said. They may have occurred. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
0800 607 000 

AGENCY REPORT For private research and not to be disseminated. Every effort made to ensure accuracy for the benefit of 
our clients but no legal responsibility is taken for errors or omissions. (' ) -Indicates unknown spelling or phonetic spelling. 



QUESTION: 

TIM KEATING: 

QUESTION: 

TIM KEATING: 

QUESTION: 

TIM KEATING: 

QUESTION: 

TIM KEATING: 

QUESTION: 

TIM KEATING: 

~isentia 
Page: 9 

Can I just clarify this statement [inaudible] . Allegations 

of civilian casualties were unfounded. How does that 

[inaudible]? 

Well, I think that's a- that's a word that they use which 

I think is unfounded. lt comes back to that report, and 

t hat's t he official response: there may have been, as 

opposed to unfounded. You cou ld- look, I'm not going 

to get cute here and say it's a twist on words, but it's 

the same thing, unfounded, there may have been. The 

officia l line is there may have been casualt ies, but they 

haven't been. 

0 
[Inaudible question]. 

Pardon? 

[Inaudible question]. 

Yeah, it does. You're right. lt does. The official line is 

that civilian casualties may have occurred, but not 

corroborated. 

[Inaudible question]. 

Very well. 

[Inaudible question] . 

Which comments in specific? 
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[Inaudible question]. 

There is no briefing that we gave the Minister of 

Defence which would infer that the operation was a 

fiasco, quite the contrary. 

[Inaudible question]. 

You'd have to ask Dr Mapp where he drew the 

information from to make that comment. 

If there may have been civilian casualties, why not have 

the inquiry to find that out [inaudible]? 

I think what the legal staff officer has pointed out is 

that, you know, civilian casualties in war are an 

unfortunate element of war. There has been no 

evidence produced from the village that we operated 

in that have presented to the satisfaction of the 

Governor and the authorities of Afghanistan that 

casualties occurred in that village. Even if there was, as 

far as the New Zealand Defence Force occurred, the 

coalition investigation has said that if there were 

casualties, the fault of those casualties was a 

mechanical failure of a piece of equipment. 

But if you say our reputation is our currency, and this 

effectively could have happened under our watch, Isn't 

it better to clear it up with the public as to whether 

these civilians died? 
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Well, I think it's quite clear from the investigations, so 

it's not on our authority. So it's an ISAF mission. So I'm (\ 

not sure what type of investigation we'd undertake as """'V 
the New Zealand Defence Force in this mission or a 

variety of missions where claims are made of civi lian 

casualties. 

[Inaudible question]. 

Every inquiry has to have again what we've- what 

Colonel Ferris has laid out, every inquiry has to have 

some sort of legal basis. If you' re going to question 

people under procedures of evidence and so on, you 

can't just have an inquiry. What I've done is laid out 

what's happened throughout the operation. I've done 

it to our political leadership. I've produced evidence 

t hat the reports that we have are factual, and I think 

it's irrefutable that we operated in a different area to 

the claims of the book. 

[Inaudible question]. 

You know, I think I wouldn't have an issue, but legally it 

would be a little bit of a challenge. So compelling 

people to give evidence. But reviewing, this is what I'm 

doing. This is my role under the Armed Forces 

Discipline Act on behalf of New Zealand, in maintaining 

a disciplined Armed Force. You know, it is not in our 

interest to push stuff under the carpet. it is in my 

interest to see if the conduct of New Zealanders on 

operations is less than exemplary. 
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Did you show the pol itical leaders the video footage 

you've got? 

Nope. Nope. 

Will you release documents [inaudible]? 

What sort of documents? 

Will you release material you have in relation to 

Operation Burnham? 

I'll re lease what we can release to prove our location, 

but as you've seen from the presentation, it's the 

underlying premise of the book we're talking about. So 

let me come back to your question. Is your question 

abou~ what we did in Operation Burnham or the 

allegations made in the book of a place that we 

weren't at? 

Operation Burnham. Were you [inaudible]? 

Yes, 11d be more than satisfied to release what we can, 

that in the vil lage where the SAS operated, that I'll back 

our statement that the conduct of our people on the 

ground there, and in fact all people on that operation, 

including the coalition aircraft, was exemplary. 

Do you have film from the October visit to the village? 

[Inaudib le]. 

No, I don't have fi lm of the October visit. 
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What's your opm1on of the book? Is it responsible 

investigative journalism [inaudible]? 

I'm not going to comment on t hat. You know, t he 

aut hors are obviously dist inguished and gathered a lot 

of informat ion, but it's not on an operation the NZ SAS 

conducted. Thank you. 

* * END * * 
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